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Exploring the Oceans of the World
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Subjects: Environmental Studies, Geography, Social sciences
Ages: 9-11
Ireland, Turkey

Standards

Irish Primary Geography Curriculum (2023 Framework)

Strand: Natural Environments – Explore and discuss features of the Earth’s surface,
including oceans.
Strand Unit: Planet Earth in Space – Identify oceans and continents on a globe/map.

Turkish Primary Social Studies Curriculum (Hayat Bilgisi, 4. sınıf)

Y.4.2.1. Dünya üzerinde kıtaları ve okyanusları harita üzerinde gösterir.
Y.4.2.2. Okyanusların ve denizlerin yaşam için önemini tartışır.

Materials

Oceans of the World Poster
Globe or World Map (digital or physical)
Sticky notes / labels (for group tasks)
Optional: AR/MIXAP app for interactive map quiz
Audio: Ocean wave sounds (for sensory immersion)

Steps

Introduction

Introduction (5 minutes)

Play ocean wave sounds in the background.
Ask: “What do you think of when you hear the word ocean?”
Show the poster of continents and oceans.

Teacher prompt: “Today we’ll travel across all five oceans without leaving the classroom!”

Activities

Activity 1 – Ocean Map Hunt (10 minutes)

Project a blank world map on the board.
Students come up and label the oceans with sticky notes.
Peer correction + teacher feedback.

Activity 2 – Ocean Snap Facts (15 minutes)
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Divide the class into five groups, one per ocean.
Each group is given a fact card (e.g., Pacific = largest, Arctic = covered in ice, Indian =
warmest).
Students prepare a quick 1-minute group “fun fact share” about their ocean.

Activity 3 – Ocean & Continent Match (10 minutes)

Using the poster, students work in pairs to match oceans with bordering continents.
Extension: Discuss how oceans connect continents (trade, travel, ecosystems).

Activity 4 – Interactive Quiz (5–10 minutes)

Use MIXAP/AR or a digital quiz tool (Kahoot, Quizizz).
Sample question: “Which ocean is between Africa and Australia?” (Answer: Indian).

Evaluation

Evaluation (5 minutes)

Informal: Observe group discussions and presentations.
Formal: Exit ticket → “Name one ocean and one interesting fact about it.”

� Oceans of the World – Fun Facts

Pacific Ocean �1.
The largest ocean in the world.
Covers more area than all the continents combined.
Known for the “Ring of Fire” (lots of volcanoes).

Atlantic Ocean �2.
The second-largest ocean.
Separates Europe and Africa from the Americas.
Famous for the Bermuda Triangle.

Indian Ocean �3.
Warmest ocean in the world.
Borders Africa, Asia, and Australia.
Home to many coral reefs and monsoon winds.

Arctic Ocean ❄️4.
Smallest and shallowest ocean.
Covered by sea ice most of the year.
Polar bears and walruses live there.

Southern Ocean �5.
Surrounds Antarctica.
Has the world’s strongest ocean current (the Antarctic Circumpolar Current).
Penguins, seals, and whales are common here.

Notes

Differentiation

Support: Provide labeled maps for students who struggle with spatial orientation.
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Challenge: Ask advanced students to research ocean currents or endangered marine
species.

Homework / Follow-Up

Draw a world map at home and color the five oceans.

Optional: Write a short paragraph on “Why the ocean is important for humans and animals.”

Anticipated Problems

Students may confuse seas with oceans. → Clarify difference with examples
(Mediterranean Sea vs. Atlantic Ocean).

Some may struggle with map orientation. → Use both poster + globe for reinforcement.

 


